I LU M U S P H OTO G R A P H Y

Jeff and Bernadette Fargo built this low-slung
Solana Beach home for their large family.
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B

ernadette Fargo holds an ancient fossilized nautilus
in her hand. Its golden spiral proportions are captured in a kaleidoscope of pearlescent and desert
hues — a small treasure from millenniums past — and the
inspiration for a family’s dream home.
Make that a large family’s dream home.
“We have six children — four boys and two girls, including 15-year-old twins,” says Jeff Fargo, Bernadette’s builder
husband. “We needed a home that would accommodate
them and their tribe of friends. My wife and I both come
from large families, so we already had some of the big brood
issues worked out.”
“Our concept was somewhere between Craftsman and
beach house,” says Bernadette.
It was Pamela Froelich, of Unique Stone Imports, who
handed Bernadette the nautilus fossil and said, “this is your
color palette.”

“It was,” says Bernadette, “the perfect starting point for
our vision.”
Jeff and two brothers own and operate Four by Four Construction, specializing in custom home building. For nearly 20
years, the family-owned business, which now includes his sons
in varying degrees, has been garnering a reputation throughout
Southern California for their Old World craftsmanship and
well-run projects. When it came time to build a home of their
own, the Fargos had a pretty good idea of how to do it.
In this day of Tuscan villas, and jumbo houses, the Fargo
residence is a discreet, low-profile structure, tucked off a
shady lane in Solana Beach. An ancient Torrey pine at the
front of the property hosts a family of herons and shades the
couple’s home office. The stone-accented, skip-lap exterior
blends seamlessly into the coastal landscape — a testament
to excellent environmental design.
“We wanted to maximize our home’s square footage, withSEPTEMBER 2009 | sandiegohomegarden.com 49
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Entry gate opens to an interior garden
with picturesque koi pond. To left are a
bedroom and home offices.
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Above and right: Front door opens to the
entry, with access to either great room,
left, or pool patio.
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out “mansion-izing,” says Bernadette, an
executive relocations director for Wells
Fargo Mortgage. “And we were constrained by coastal development requirements to building a one-story structure.”
The Fargos turned to James Sneed,
AIA, of Bokal & Sneed Architects, a
longtime collaborator and trusted friend
of the family. Sneed’s design leveled a
six-foot difference to an existing slope,
then divided the half-acre lot into lateral halves. The footprint of the building
running along the spine of the property
takes full advantage of the deep lot.
The low-key exterior gives way to a
serene, Zen-inspired inner courtyard,
which leads to the couple’s workspace,
as well as the interior of the home. The
flick of a tail breaks the mirrored surface
of a lily-covered koi pond — a serene
reminder of the transition between outside world and inner sanctum.
The 7,100-square-foot, four-bedroom
home is roughly F-shaped, with the great
room opening onto an expansive patio and
pool deck designed for entertaining large
or intimate groups. Custom sliding doors
retreat easily on runners, nesting into the
stone walls and seamlessly merging the
great room with the great outdoors.
This communal space lives up to its
name. At one end, a wrap-around granite counter defines a large, efficient and
well-appointed kitchen. Seating eight,
the counter area is the preferred location for family meals (where everyone
gets involved). For more formal affairs,
a custom-made ironwood table from
Argentina seats 10 (or more). Warmed
by a double-sided hearth, the table is
constructed of timbers polished to a
subtle matte sheen, and was several
months in the making.
“It was worth the wait,” says Bernadette.
Filled with clubby, people-friendly
furniture, the far end of the room is
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dedicated to conversation, board games,
watching local sports on a large flat
screen or warming by the fire on the
other side of the space-defining hearth.
Books, magazines and a wall of family
photos showcase the lives of a clan of
native San Diegans whose family roots
reach back generations.
Filled with late-afternoon light and
swathed in golden hues (think: nautilus fossil) the couple’s master bedroom
occupies the far southwestern end of the
home and opens to a private, ocean-view
patio. Behind the couple’s sleeping quarters, a unique diagonal floor plan maximizes the bathroom’s square footage.
The glass-encased shower — with steam
capabilities and a separate spa tub — are
luxury-resort worthy.
The adjacent walk-in closet would
fetch thousands in rent in Manhattan,
and was fitted entirely with shelving
purchased at Costco. Yes, Costco.
A few steps down from the master
quarters, the family game room (and
well-stocked wet bar), features a pool
table and cozy fireplace seating. Above,
the Fargos’ son Alex built a rooftop viewing deck, a favorite gathering place for
surf checks and sunsets — while keeping
within the home’s height constraints.
For the interiors, the couple turned
to another trusted team of collaborators — Lee Austin of Austin Construction and Margaret Dean of Design
Studio West, both in La Jolla. In tandem, they culled ideas from a variety
of projects and concepts, guiding the
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Opposite page top: Dining options include
the ironwood table in the dining area
(foreground), kitchen counter serving
eight, and (not shown) poolside outdoors.
Opposite page bottom: Granite-countered
kitchen is large and efficient, and centered with a large wood island.
Above: A huge stone fireplace serves
both dining area and the rest of the great
room, dedicated to conversation, board
games and TV watching.
Left: The custom-made dining table is from
Nativa.
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outcome with a subtle “let the materials speak for themselves approach.” The result is an instinctually harmonious
marriage of colors, textures and moods.
The home is not a showcase for gimmicky design. Instead,
its subtle, tasteful and efficient design attributes are a deliberately planned approach to accommodating the everyday
life of a large and active family.
“We wired the entire home for use with iPods,” says Bernadette. “Each of our children can enjoy high-quality sound
in their own rooms, or play it throughout the entire system.
In keeping with the integration of technology and home,
the Fargos opted to install a computer center instead of
additional storage.
“Jeff and I disagreed about what is now our computer
center. He wanted walk-in closets for the kid’s bedrooms,”
says Bernadette, “The computer-space idea prevailed, and
now the kids (and their friends) use it all the time.”
In keeping with the home’s aesthetic and increasing restrictions on Southern California’s water supply, the Fargos wisely
chose to xeriscape with drought-tolerant and native plants.

“Most of our plants have been hand-harvested, recycled
or repurposed from other projects,” says Bernadette, who
oversaw the landscaping efforts working closely with local
experts in creating her landscape. A grove of rapidly maturing bamboo eventually will create a green screen for added
privacy around the pool. Crushed granite paths lead from
the game room to a small yard at the back of the house,
planted with succulents and other water-sipping plants.
The chatter of teenage girls is punctuated by a loud splash
as one of the boys leaps in the pool. As the sky deepens to
indigo the adults migrate to the rooftop. Surrounded by
their friends and family, Jeff and Bernadette take obvious
pleasure in their abode and another perfect San Diego day.
“Our home exceeded our expectations,” says Bernadette.
“We are truly grateful to have worked with some of the
most talented professionals and trades people in the region.
And, it gave us both greater understanding of what it means
to be a client.” S
Where to find it, page 141

Opposite top: For parties and family
gatherings, the entire west wall of the
house opens to the pool and patio, which
includes a view deck with fire pit and
ocean views.
Opposite bottom: Outdoor family options
include swimming, sunbathing, dining and
an outdoor kitchen.
This page: A pool table and well-stocked
bar highlight the separate family room.
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